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because it more frequently exists, and is worse. Magnani-
mity therefore, as we have said, is engaged in those honours
which are great,

CHAP. IV.

Concerning an anonymous virtue conversant with small honours,,
which is called ambition, or want of ambition, according to
the nature of its object*

1. BUT there seems to be another virtue engaged with
this subject, as was stated In our first [sketch], which would
seem to be related to magnanimity in the same way that
liberality also is to magnificence; for both these retire indeed
from what is great, but in moderate and small things they
dispose us as is proper. Now as in the receiving and giving
of money there is a mean, and excess, and defect; so also in
the desire of honour there is the desiring it more than is
proper, and less, and whence it is proper, and in the manner
that is right 5 for we blame the ambitious man, as one aiming-
after honour both more than he ought, and whence he ought
not; and the unambitious, as one determined not to be ho-
noured even for noble actions. Sometimes indeed we praise
the ambitious as heroic, and a lover of what is noble ; but
the unambitious, as moderate and temperate, as we have als/o
said at the first. It is however evident, that since a man is
styled a lover of any thing in more ways than one, we do
not always apply the term ambitious to the same thing,- but
in praising him, we refer to his being more ambitious than
the vulgar; but in blaming him, to his being more so than
he .ought. Now the mean having- no particular name, the
extremes appear to contend for it, as a vacant jftacej but
in whatever there is excess and defect, there is also a mean.
But men desire honour both more than they ought, and less ;
consequently there is also the desiring it, as is proper, In